
Sunna Gunnlaugsproudly presents

‘Ancestry’ This is the fourth album Sunna Gunnlaugs has released with her Iceland-based trio and it’s the first time she’s added another 
musician to the mix. The Finnish trumpeter Verneri Pohjola had been on her radar for a few years and they had been in touch about possibly 
working together at some point. When the trio was invited to Finland to play at the Tampere Jazz Happening, it was the opportunity they had been 
waiting for. 

 
After their performance in Tampere we went to the studio at the Sibelius Academy near Helsinki to record and stay for a couple of days. The result 
is “Ancestry” an album of new trio compositions (and improvisations) as well as five pieces for quartet. It also resulted in some time in the studio 
sauna.

 
The music is an extension of the mesmerizing melodic explorations for which the trio has become known. But with the addition of trumpet and all 
the aesthetic subtleties that Pohjola manages to wring from every note of his instrument the music takes on a new dimension. There are definitely 
Nordic overtones (as the title track would imply) but the program is also quite varied with compositions by each of the musicians, among them a 
tune dedicated to Kenny Wheeler. There is also a surprising deconstruction of George Michael’s hit “Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go” in a nod to 
Gunnlaugs’ teenage years.

 
 

*Best of Bandcamp September 2018* 
“Sunna Gunnlaugs captures an intimate warmth and icy beauty in the space of one note, over and over again, and that’s why her music is so damn 

enchanting. This music is solemn or it’s cheerful; it’s whatever you need. Bringing trumpeter Verneri Pohjola into the mix only adds to the visceral 
impact.”

– Dave Sumner, Bandcamp, USA
 

“Precisely arranged. Mature. With intriguing harmony and captivating drama.”
– Marcin Kozicki, Stacja Islandia, Poland
 

“… a well-calibrated Nordic mood that reached a peak of melancholy with the song “Emu,” composed by Pohjola”
– Luca Vitali, All About Jazz
 

“We heard Sunna’s compositions from the last two albums, which are the perfect bridge between European elegance and New York drive, while 
Sunna does not forget about Iceland folk music. Lyricism, melodicism, and all that was greatly underlined by Verneri Pohjola on the trumpet. For me 
one of the highlights of the whole festival! [Tampere Jazz Happening]”

– Patrick Španko, SKJazz, Slovakia
 

Artists
Sunna Gunnlaugs, piano  •  Verneri Pohjola, trumpet  •  Thorgrimur Jonsson, bass  •  Scott McLemore, drums
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